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Get unmatched capacity and ROI with a Manitowoc MLC650 
crawler crane. Contact your Manitowoc dealer today.

www.manitowoccranes.com/mlcvpc

Revolutionary new Variable Position Counterweight™  
(VPC™) system raises the bar on lift capacities with: 
• Strongest load charts in class
• Ability to travel, swing and rotate with full capacity
• Reduced ground-bearing pressure
• Fewer loads to transport 
• Increased profitability

TURN  
INNOVATION  
INTO PROFIT.

Crawler Crane with 
VPC™ technology

NEW MLC650

MLC650 with VPC-MAX™ capacity  
enhancing attachment shown

650 t (716 USt) capacity with 
standard VPC™

700 t (772 USt) capacity with 
optional VPC-MAX™

Automatically optimizes 
counterweight position

Better center of gravity  
for improved  
ground-bearing pressures

Reduces counterweight 
without sacrificing  
max capacity

Less counterweight to 
transport lowers costs

Efficient setup and minimal 
ground preparation  
saves you money
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Innovation. It’s a word used so often in 
today’s business world that it seems to have 
lost all meaning. But while many 
companies use “innovation” as a 
marketing buzzword, it’s a way of 
life at Manitowoc — in fact, it’s The 
Manitowoc Way. 

It’s important to note that 
innovation isn’t just about a new 
crane or a new technology. It’s 
about creating a culture driven by 
innovation and velocity in every 
aspect of the business. And therein 
lies the promise of The Manitowoc 
Way: the development of new products that 
deliver more value to customers, which in turn 
enhance the brand, strengthening the company’s 
ability to continually supply innovative products 
that will increasingly bring value to customers. 

Take for example the new Potain Hup self-
erecting cranes (page 20) that are sure to set new 
standards for the market. Their easy transport 
options, quickly automated erection and wearable 
remote controls will enable lifters to save loads of 
time — and therefore money — before the cranes 
even complete a single lift. That’s real return on 
investment for Potain customers.

Lifters are experiencing this kind of 
innovation on the job site, too, where new crane 

models are shortening project schedules. On 
page 18, we see how advancements in just one 

crane function — in this case line 
speed — can not only speed up lifts, 
it can accelerate the completion of 
an entire project.  And it’s not just 
a single project, as these kinds of 
time savings help lifting companies 
complete more jobs each year, 
bolstering their bottom line.

For our special report on 
page 12, we visit North America 
and learn about how the new 
Manitowoc MLC650 and the 

new Grove GHC telescoping crawler range are 
dramatically improving the rate and the cost at 
which the region converts its energy supply to 
renewables. On these job sites, cranes aren’t just 
saving time, they are completely changing the 
way wind turbines and solar units are assembled, 
saving lots of time and money in the process. 
Without these new cranes, these new methods 
would not even be possible. 

It is easy to see that customers and their return 
on investment are at the center of Manitowoc’s 
strategy. As The Manitowoc Way continues to gain 
momentum, the company will be able to deliver 
these types of innovative products with more 
speed and flexibility than ever before.

A number of trade and brand names appear in Looking Up. For ease of design, these are displayed without their superscript or subscript symbols. The most common names are: MANITOWOC®, KZ™100 

NATIONAL CRANE®, MANITOWOC CRANE CARE®, MANITOWOC FINANCE®, GROVE®, POTAIN®, TWIN-LOCKTM, MEGATRAK®, MEGAFORMTM, EPIC®, CRANESTAR®, VISION CABTM, MAX-ERTM and RINGER®.

News .....................................................Manitowoc around the world
Job Site Report .....................................Manitowoc goes to Chernobyl
Job Site Report ..................................... Bridge project turns to Grove
Job Site Report ................................ Potain fleet takes over Singapore 
Special Report .................................Manitowoc and the energy future
Technical Focus .................. New Product Verification Center in Germany
Crane Care .................................Technicians join customers in the field 
Customer Testimonial ........................ Potain delivers quick line speeds
Product Update ...............................................New Potain Hup 32-27 
Dealer Focus ..................................... SMGB invests in new Potain fleet 
Event Focus ............................... Face time with customers and dealers
Best-In-Class Photos ...............................Manitowoc through the lens

ON THE COVER:
Manitowoc and Grove 
owners are uniquely 
well positioned to 
benefit from North 
America’s renewable 
energy revolution. 

IN THIS ISSUE
4
6
8

10
12
16
17
18
20
21
22
23

Comment

Ben Shaw 
Editor-In-Chief

SEPTEMBER 2016  |  LOOKING UP  1PB  LOOKING UP  |  SEPTEMBER 2016

Sustainable surge

A  M A N I T O W O C  C R A N E S  M A G A Z I N E

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 6  E N G L I S H
V O L U M E  1 5  I S S U E  3

SPECIAL REPORT
MLC650 and GHC55 make their mark 

JOB SITE REPORT
Grove in Brazil

PRODUCT UPDATE
New Potain Hup Range

WELCOME



SEPTEMBER 2016  |  LOOKING UP  54  LOOKING UP  |  SEPTEMBER 2016

2. New partners in Australia
Tidd Ross Todd (TRT) has become the new 
Manitowoc dealer for Queensland, Australia. 
The Hamilton, New Zealand-based company 
offers full repair, breakdown and rebuild 
services for mobile and crawler cranes in 
the region. The move comes after TRT’s 
recent purchase of Virginia, Australia-based 
B&N Crane Repairs.

“There’s a really positive buzz in the air 
with this development,” said Troy Hand, 
general manager for TRT. “B&N has been 
growing its presence in the local market in 
recent years, and becoming part of TRT will 
allow the business to grow further still. 
Manitowoc cranes are already popular, and 
we’re looking forward to working with the 
company to grow the popularity even more.”

The new partnership employs 
Manitowoc-trained technicians and repair 
specialists who operate from Manitowoc’s 
Lytton Road facility in Brisbane. The move 
promises to improve product support 
throughout the region.

3. New Icelandic distributor
Kópavogur-based Kraftvélar has been named 
the official Grove and Potain dealer for 
Iceland. Customers in the region can look to 
the newly appointed company for numerous 
services, including sales of new and used 
Grove and Potain cranes.

“Following the global financial crisis, the 
construction market in Iceland witnessed a 
slowdown,” said Viktor Karl Aevarsson, sales 
and marketing director at Kraftvélar. “But we 
are seeing a definite turnaround, and the 
industry is a lot more buoyant today.”

According to Aevarsson, a sharp rise in 
urban construction projects in Iceland is 
rapidly increasing the demand for lifting 
equipment in the country. The distributor 
expects that Potain cranes will be popular for 
a range of applications such as housing 
development, while Grove cranes will 
support the country’s construction industry. 

Founded in 1992, Kraftvélar also 
specializes in equipment for the agricultural, 
trucking and material handling industries.

1. Indian optimism abounds
Hyderabad, India-based Modern Cranes 
has acquired a new Grove GMK6300L, 
reflecting confidence given by the rise 
in infrastructure development throughout 
the country. As projects increase in size and 
number, so too does the need for reliable 
cranes with large capacities, such as  
the GMK6300L.

“The development of Modern Cranes’ 
business highlights the upwards trajectory 
of India’s construction industry,” said Prem 
Naithani, sales director for India and the 
Subcontinent for Grove mobile cranes.

“There are demands not only for more 
construction work, but for bigger projects 
and higher levels of productivity. To 
achieve this, customers are looking for 
larger and more productive machines, and 
also ones that deliver a better return on 
investment for them. This is precisely what 
the GMK6300L offers and what has 
contributed to its success, both in India 
and worldwide.”

NEWS

2

1 3

Manitowoc 
around 
the world
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5. Hungary gets first Grove dealer
In a bid to expand its presence in Hungary, 
Manitowoc has appointed Baja-based Axial as 
the primary distributor of Grove cranes in the 
country. The company, which boasts a 
25-year history and multiple locations in 
most major Hungarian cities, will sell new 
and used Grove cranes.

Balint Kövecs, chief of the construction 
department at Axial, foresees an increase in 
Grove crane sales as Manitowoc rolls out its 
Hungarian expansion. 

“We are excited to partner with a strong 
and dynamic company like Manitowoc,” 
Kövecs said. “Axial has a good reputation in 
Hungary, and combined with Manitowoc’s 
industry-leading products and support 
services, we are predicting a period of growth 
for Grove cranes in the country.”

Established in 1991, Axial has evolved 
from a small, family-owned machine 
company into a large enterprise that provides 
rental services for a variety of construction 
and material handling machines.

6. AMECO Chile takes a GMK6400
A Grove GMK6400 was delivered to Chile 
to bolster the fleet of AMECO, a global 
construction firm with a 22-year history 
of operating in the country. AMECO Chile, 
based in Santiago, also has facilites in 
Antofagasta and Copiapó, servicing the 
greater part of Chile’s economic centers. 

The company, headquartered in 
Greenville, South Carolina, U.S., acquired 
the 400 t (450 USt) all-terrain crane to 
deliver lifting prowess to Chile’s mining, 
energy and infrastructure sectors. The 
GMK6400 is proving popular in the 
region, with several delivered to Latin 
American customers in recent months. Its 
MEGATRAK suspension, all-wheel steering 
and rugged 60 m (197 ft) boom have been 
well tested in the area and are earning a 
reputation for reliability. 

Manitowoc’s regional business manager 
in Chile, Eugenio Frings, delivered the new 
six-axle crane to AMECO, which planned to 
put the crane to work right away.

NEWS

4. Now shipping: wind turbines
Broadwind Energy, based in Cicero, Illinois, 
U.S., had been looking for a chance to ship its 
wind turbines on water for years. To deliver 
to a customer across Lake Michigan, the 
company teamed up with its shipping and 
logistics partner, Manitowoc, Wisconsin-
based Trans-Link Services. 

The two companies devised a plan to use 
two 165 t (182 USt) capacity MLC165 
crawler cranes to dual-pick and dual-crawl 
turbine towers that weighed up to 63.5 t 
(70 USt) onto a barge in the nearby harbor. 

“I had the Manitowoc MLC165 in mind 
as we were planning the project because I 
knew that these cranes would have the low 
ground bearing pressure we needed,” 
explained Troy Flentje, owner of Trans-Link. 

“With two of these cranes we have been 
able to crawl the towers toward the barge 
without using mats or other ground 
preparations. It has also kept our options 
open for moving the cranes around the site 
for other applications.”

4

65
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JOB SITE REPORT

A Manitowoc 2250 crawler crane and eight 
Potain tower cranes are helping to construct 
a remarkably engineered containment shelter 
in Ukraine. Clodagh Foley reports.

Chernobyl’s 
next chapter

The construction of a new containment 
shelter to prevent the release of 
radioactive material is underway in 

Chernobyl, Ukraine, and a Manitowoc 2250 
crawler crane is playing a major role in 
making the unique engineering project 
possible. The shell-like structure is 257 m 
(843 ft) wide and 110 m (361 ft) tall, large 
enough to cover the existing shelter that 
surrounds the remnants of reactor number 
four, the site of a nuclear meltdown in 1986.

The crane is being used to carry out a 
number of challenging lifts that require the 
placement of building materials inside the 
containment shelter. Made from a massive 
steel frame and a stainless steel roof that, 
when combined, weigh more than 29,000 t 
(31,967 USt), the New Safe Confinement 
structure will prevent the release of 
radioactive material from the present 
shelter and enable work to begin on the 
deconstruction of unit four of the Chernobyl 
power plant.

Jean-Claude Guiter, key accounts director 
at Manitowoc, has been involved with the 

venture at Chernobyl from the start and 
explained that working under such rigorous 
conditions is very rewarding both for 
Manitowoc and its employees.

“Working in such demanding 
circumstances means that our engineering 
capabilities are continuously tested,” he said. 

“Adding a luffing jib to the Manitowoc 
2250 is just one example of how we’re 
continually reviewing performance on the 
project to see what more can be done. Giving 
the extra reach to the Manitowoc 2250 has 
boosted its productivity while continuing to 
ensure that the lifting work stays on schedule 
for this phenomenal project.”

The 2250 entered the site in 2012 and was 
fitted with a 21.3 m (69.9 ft) version of 
Manitowoc’s #133 luffing jib, in addition to 

its 61 m (200 ft) of main boom. The crane 
joined eight Potain tower cranes that were 
already at the location. The Potain cranes 
include four MR 605 B luffing jib models, three 
MD 485 B units and one MD 345 B unit. A 
second Manitowoc 2250 also arrived in 2013. 
The cranes were supplied by Novarka, a 
consortium formed by the Paris-based 
construction companies Bouygues TP and Vinci 
Grand Projects, which is handling the project.

Because there are still high levels of 
radioactivity in the immediate vicinity of 
reactor number four, the giant New Safe 
Confinement structure is being built 180 m 
(591 ft) away from the reactor. The confinement 
structure will then be moved on tracks into its 
final position. The building will be the biggest 
of its kind in the world.

As health is a huge priority on the job 
site, employees on site had to complete a 
comprehensive training program and pass strict 
medical checks before they were allowed to 
work. Other measures include operating 
equipment via remote control, as is the case 
with the MD 485 B cranes, which are working 
in an area where radiation levels are high.

Ground preparation on the New Safe 
Confinement structure began in 2011 and the 
project is scheduled for completion in 2017.  u

• A Manitowoc 2250 crane has been fitted 
with a new luffing jib to help it complete 
its work at the disused Chernobyl 
nuclear power plant in Ukraine

• The Manitowoc crawler crane arrived 
at the site in 2012, joining an existing 
fleet of eight Potain cranes — a second 
Manitowoc 2250 was added in 2013
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A Manitowoc 2250 works at the construction site of 
the New Safe Confinement structure, which will be the 
biggest of its kind in the world.
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A Grove RT765E-2 helps to install foundations for six tower cranes 
that will work on the restoration of the Hercílio Luz Bridge in 
Florianópolis, Brazil.
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A barge-mounted Grove RT765E-2 was the key to 
enabling the restoration work of the oldest and longest 
suspension bridge in Brazil. Leandro Moura reports.

Landmark lifts

JOB SITE REPORT

A large-scale refurbishment project is 
underway for the historic Hercílio Luz 
Bridge in Florianópolis, the capital of 

the state of Santa Catarina, Brazil. The 
project requires six Potain tower cranes to 
replace decaying bridge parts, and engineers 
in charge of this crucial phase conducted an 
assessment of what would be needed to 
install the cranes’ foundation bases.

The crane’s impressive 60 t (65 USt) 
capacity, ease of operation and stability were 
some of the deciding factors considered by 
the engineers planning the highly calculated 
job. To successfully complete the tasks, the 
crane had to lift metal structures weighing 
up to 5 t (5.5 USt) from a barge, aided by the 
precise control of the Grove, especially as the 
barge floated on water.

“This project required extensive 
preparation and careful execution at each 
step,” said Angelo Furlan, a local sales 
executive at Manitowoc. “Grove has a 
reputation for toughness and reliability, and 
those were some of the aspects considered 
when selecting the RT765E-2 for this 
remarkable project.”

The RT765E-2, which was manufactured 
at Manitowoc’s plant in Passo Fundo, Brazil, 
worked diligently to lift and place the metal 
sections that support the six tower cranes 
erected alongside the bridge’s foundation.

“This phase was crucial, as the tower 
cranes must be “tied in” on the sides of the 
bridge to allow for the replacement of 
decaying bridge parts,” Furlan explained. 

The entire restoration project — the largest 
renovation the bridge has gone through in 
its 90-year history — is expected to last 30 
months and cost US$80 million.

The Hercílio Luz Bridge was the first 
bridge constructed to link the Island of Santa 
Catarina to Brazil’s mainland and remains 
one of the 100 longest suspension bridges in 
the world. Inaugurated in 1926, the bridge is 
819.5 m (2,689 ft) long and has been closed 
for more than 25 years, having been replaced 
by a concrete bridge completed in 1991. It is 
set to reopen for pedestrian and car traffic 
and to pay tribute to its landmark status.

The six Potain tower cranes installed for 
the next phase of the rehabilitation work of 
the Hercílio Luz Bridge are four MC 205 Bs 
and two MCi 85s. The bridge restoration 
work is scheduled for completion in April 
of 2018, according to the Government of 
Santa Catarina.  u

• A crucial phase of a bridge restoration 
project in southern Brazil required 
engineers to employ a barge-mounted 
Grove rough-terrain crane

• The project required extensive planning 
and flawless execution as it built the 
foundation for six Potain tower cranes   

• The contractors opted for a Brazilian-
made Grove RT765E-2, due to its track 
record of delivering precise lifts under 
challenging circumstances
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JOB SITE REPORT

A fleet of 10 Potain MCT 385 cranes is constructing a large-scale housing 
development in Singapore — and their capacity and compact footprint 
are making all the difference. Punitha Govindasamy reports.

Prefabricated
performance

As prefabricated construction grows 
worldwide in popularity, so too does 
the efficiency of the method. A 

project underway in Singapore exemplifies 
the progression of prefabricated 
construction techniques.

In Sembawang, 10 Potain MCT 385s 
are helping to build 700 apartments for a 
Housing and Development Board (HDB) 
project. While the Singaporean government’s 
HDB has been using prefabricated methods 
since the 1980s, this project is different in 
that it is the first to involve bathroom units 
that are completely preassembled.

For contractor LC&T Builder, the 
project’s biggest challenge was finding 
a tower crane that had a large enough 
capacity to lift the biggest prefabricated 
components — the sections with the 
bathroom installations in place that initially 
weighed in at around 17 t (18.7 USt), which 
included the fixtures and fittings — yet 
could still fit onto a congested job site. 

Huei Teck Low, senior project manager 
at the Singapore-based company, explained 
the dilemma: 

“As we looked around, most of the 
cranes had a maximum capacity of 16 t 
(17.6 USt) and didn’t have the load charts 
we needed for the lifting and positioning 
of the bathrooms,” he said. “We called in 
crane supplier Manta Equipment, and the 

company suggested the 20 t (22 USt) 
Potain MCT 385. After seeing the cranes 
in action, we knew they’d be right for  
this project.”

The Singaporean office of Manta, which 
is based in Hong Kong, rented 10 units of 
the crane to LC&T, each well above the 
capacity needed to lift the prefabricated 
bathroom units. Though a redesign 
eventually rendered the pre-fabricated 
bathroom units lighter at 12 t (13.2 USt) 
and well under the maximum capacity of 
the cranes, the job site’s tight working 
quarters still presented a challenge.

“Crane layout on all HDB developments 
tend to be quite constrained because the 
construction area extends close to the 
borders of other properties. There were also 
a 6 m (19.7 ft) driveway and 2 m (6.6 ft) 
border that we needed to consider,” Low said.

LC&T Builder configured the cranes 

with relatively short jibs, ranging from 
25 m to 35 m (82 ft to 115 ft), so as to avoid 
the overswing of neighboring properties. 
(The maximum jib length that the MCT 385 
can accommodate is 75 m [246 ft].) Starting 
at 35 m (115 ft) in height, the company 
steadily climbed the MCT 385 cranes 
upward as construction of the building 
rose, topping out at 55 m (180 ft). 

Aside from the precast and prefabricated 
bathrooms, some of the heavier loads that 
the cranes have to deal with include lift 
walls and staircase walls. These sections 
weigh approximately 7 t (7.7 USt), while 
other precast sections typically weigh about 
5 t to 6 t (5.5 USt to 6.6 USt). 

Over the course of the project the cranes 
will lift some 35,000 loads for the building 
complex’s 700 apartments. LC&T expects to 
complete the project in late 2016.  u

• Ten Manitowoc Potain MCT 385s are 
helping to build 700 apartments in 
Singapore using new prefabricated 
construction methods

• Contractor LC&T Builder needed tower 
cranes with enough capacity to lift  
17 t (18.7 USt) units but which could still 
fit onto a congested job site 
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A fleet of ten Potain MCT 385 cranes is meeting the lifting 
needs of a vast housing development in Singapore.
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The new 
power generation

One of the fastest growing industries in North America is renewable energy. A new 
generation of Manitowoc cranes is making the work more efficient and less costly than 

ever before. Damian Joseph reports.

U.S. companies that perform work in solar and wind energy have 
gained confidence in 2016. Extensions of the Production Tax 
Credit (PTC) and Investment Tax Credit (ITC) have not only 

lessened economic uncertainty for the renewable energy sector, 
they’ve created a climate of investment — especially as oil prices 
remain low.

Manitowoc and Grove owners are uniquely poised to take 
advantage of these economic trade winds. New cranes with new 
technologies are helping companies that build solar and wind farms 
cut their costs, boost their return on investment and work more 
efficiently than ever before. The evidence can be seen across the 
country, where massive new infrastructure projects are underway 
to transform North America’s energy supply.

Such is the case with Minneapolis, Minnesota-based Mortenson 
Construction, the third largest EPC firm for utility-scale solar. The 
company is using the Manitowoc MLC650 and the Grove GHC55 

cranes to great effect, constructing solar and wind farms that are 
big enough to power entire cities.

“With the extension of tax credit incentives, we’re already seeing 
greater certainty in the marketplace,” said Steven Klatt, crane 
manager with the company. “Wind and solar companies are gearing 
up production in anticipation for increased demand. This should 
intensify business for companies like us that work in the sector.”

Klatt said these new cranes are helping Mortenson overcome 
logistical and environmental challenges, devise new methods of 
renewable energy construction, and save the company a whole lot 
of time and money in the process.

Two current projects illustrate the dramatic effect that these 
cranes are having on the job site: SunEdison’s South Plains II wind 
farm in Lockney, Texas, where Mortenson is constructing 91 wind 
turbines; and Alamo 5, 6 and 7 in Uvalde, Texas, where the company 
is lifting and assembling some 10,000 solar units.
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SPECIAL REPORT

Wind works
At the South Plains II wind farm, Mortenson 
is using the MLC650 with both a VPC-MAX 
attachment and luffing jib to construct the 
farm’s massive turbines. The wind farm spans 
some 129.5 km2 (32,000 acres) across flat 
terrain in rural Texas, and when 
completed, it will generate 300.3 MW of 
electricity. Approximately 90,000 households 
will use the power generated by South Plains 
II, avoiding the annual emission of 907,185 t 
(1 million USt) of carbon dioxide.

Klatt said the MLC650 is increasing 
efficiency in a variety of ways.

“The MLC650 is generating results above 
and beyond what we expected. With the 
VPC-MAX and luffing jib, we only have to 
make one-fourth of the lifts that would have 
been necessary with previous generations 
of crawler cranes,” he said. “This has 
dramatically reduced the preparation 
time needed for this project.”

Mortenson is using a new wind turbine 
construction method that would not have 
been possible with previous generations of 
crawler cranes. It’s building the 176 t 
(194 USt) wind turbine assemblies on the 
ground first, and then lifting the entire unit 
91.4 m (300 ft) into the air before attaching it 
to the top of the tower. This allows the 
company to assemble the unit much faster 
than in the air, reducing the number of picks 
and the impact of wind on the project. If not 
for the 700 t (772 USt) capacity and 109 m 
(358 ft) reach of the VPC-MAX and luffing 
jib combination, Klatt said, this manner of 
assembly would not be possible. 

“With this crane configuration, we are 
much more efficient and can better control 
the quality of the turbine assembly. Building 
it on the ground instead of in the air is 
much easier, and the VPC-MAX gives us 
more radius to work with,” he said. “It also 
enables us to do just one pick versus four 
picks — that’s pretty powerful. At 
Mortenson we have a commitment to lean 
innovation, and minimizing critical picks 
aligns with our goal of driving waste out 

of the construction process.”
The MLC650’s Variable Position 

Counterweight is what makes the leap 
in efficiency for wind farm construction 
possible. The crane’s counterweight 
automatically positions itself based on 
the crane’s load and radius needs. The 
counterweight moves backward and forward 
along a track, either toward or away from the 
crane’s cab, until it’s positioned with the 
correct center of gravity for the lift. 

This technology provides several benefits: 
First, the crane doesn’t need to be set up for 
every individual lift on a job site. It can be 
erected and set up initially, and then it only 
needs to adjust itself for various lifts. 
Second, the moving counterweight means 
that less overall counterweight is needed 
for lifts, which in turn, means less 
counterweight has to be transported to the 
job site. Because of this, the crane exerts less 
ground bearing pressure, reducing job site 
preparation. All of these factors also 
decrease the time needed to plan lifts before 

a project begins. 
Mortenson is using the MLC650 with 

the VPC-MAX attachment, which increases 
the crane’s capacity from 650 t to 700 t 
(716 USt to 772 USt). The luffing jib adds 
an additional 101 m (331 ft) to its reach. 
The VPC-MAX is a much better option 
than a counterweight wagon or tray 
attachment, as it decreases the ground 
preparation and transport needed for such 
solutions, and it keeps the crane’s footprint 
more compact. This allows the crane to 
maneuver better on the job site and work 
in tighter spaces. 

“We built our entire schedule around the 
savings in time and preparation that the 
MLC650 and this new method of wind 
turbine assembly afforded us,” Klatt 
explained. “We will be able to complete this 
entire project as planned, which not only 
reduces costs on this project, it allows us to 
get to the next one more quickly.”

The project began in July 2015 and is 
expected to wrap up before the end of 2016.
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Solar surges
Uniquely poised to take advantage of 
increased solar production is Grove’s 
range of telescoping crawler cranes. As 
contractors are beginning to see firsthand, 
these cranes have features that better suit 
the environmental challenges of solar farm 
construction than other types of cranes. 
Also, the GHC crane line is in part helping 
to lower costs.

At the Alamo solar farms in rural Texas, 
Mortenson is using three 50 t (55 USt) 
capacity Grove GHC55s to lift and assemble 
some 10,000 solar units. Alamo 5, 6 and 7 are 
separate sections of the biggest solar farm 
initiative in Texas that will in total generate 
approximately 400 MW of electricity. It is the 
35th utility-scale solar power project that 
Mortenson has built.

Klatt said telescoping crawler cranes best 
handle the rigors of solar farm construction, 
and that unique features of the Grove GHC 
range have increased the company’s 

efficiency in a variety of ways. 
“The Grove GHCs have been great 

performers for us. We had several 
environmental and logistical challenges 
that these cranes helped us overcome,” he 
explained. “Often, solar farms are located 
in remote areas where the wind can really 
become a factor. We initially chose the 
GHC55s because their booms can 
withstand up to 48.3 km/h (30 mph), 
something other competitive cranes 
couldn’t offer.”

But it’s not just the wind chart that made 
these cranes ideal for the job. They help 
facilitate a whole new method in building 
solar farms. Traditionally, solar panels 
were constructed by adjoining several 
0.6 m (2 ft) by 0.9 m (3 ft) modules, each 
requiring a separate lift. Because of the 100 
percent pick and carry the GHC range 
offers, Mortenson now combines 15 or 20 
of the modules and then lifts the entire 
unit from a table, carries them into place, 

then lifts them about 4.6 m (15 ft) to 6.1 m 
(20 ft) in the air for installation. The 
heaviest picks weigh up to 3.2 t (3.5 USt).

“We have chosen these telescoping boom 
crawlers because as a rule, Mortenson will 
not pick and carry loads on cranes with 
rubber tires — especially on a remote job site 
with off-road terrain,” Klatt said. “With 100 
percent pick and carry, we can prefabricate 
the solar panels and run the crane back 
and forth from the trucks to where they are 
placed on the solar farm. The crawler tracks 
easily handle the terrain, and the GHC’s 
booms withstand the wind. This has 
increased our efficiency.”

Klatt said the biggest challenge on this job 
site, and others like it, is often the logistics. 
Solar farms are usually far from the nearest 
town, in remote areas where they will have 
access to abundant sunlight. That means 
getting out to the job site with the necessary 
resources is a significant operating cost. 
Mortenson is finding that the telescoping 

SPECIAL REPORT
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crawler cranes go a long way in mitigating 
these challenges.

“These cranes are much easier to get 
out to the job site. They’re more mobile, 
more efficient and they move a lot faster 
on the job site,” Klatt said. “Also, their 
ground bearing pressure is amazing. 
Traditional crawler and rough-terrain cranes 
are either slow or require a lot of ground 
preparation. We had one project in Iowa 
where the rubber tires on a rough-terrain 
crane sank into the mud. With the 
telescoping crawlers, we are able to ‘float’ on 
top of the ground, even on wet areas.”

With economic and geopolitical trends 
signaling a shift toward renewable energies 
worldwide, Mortenson is optimistic about its 
potential growth. Combined with new 
cranes that increase efficiency and return on 
investment, Mortenson and other companies 
in the sector should see profits grow. That’s 
good news for the crane industry and the 
country as a whole.  u

SPECIAL REPORT

The 
rigging 
report

The rig: Hook > Ring > Bridle > Shackles 
> Spreader Bar > Shackles > Wire Ropes > 
Snaplinks > Solar Panel 

Mortenson is using a unique rigging 
system to lift and place the delicate solar 
panels at the Alamo farm. The company 
is using a Snaplink system, developed by 
Duluth, Minnesota, U.S.-based LiftPRO 
International to connect into the girder 
frames of the 7.2 m (23.5 ft) by 12.2 m 
(40 ft) solar panels. The Snaplink is a 
steel, rectangular tube system with tabs 
on each end that attach to shackles via 
a snapping mechanism. Those shackles 
attach to 1.2 m (4 ft) wire ropes, which 
attach to 1.1 m (3.6 ft) spreader bars 
that keep the wire ropes from hitting 
and damaging the solar panels when the 
Snaplinks are disconnected. The spreader 
bars are attached to bridles with more 
sets of shackles, which in turn, connect 
to steel rings that are lifted by the hooks 
of the GHC55s. The heaviest loads weigh 
3.2 t (3.5 USt) and they are lifted some 
6.1 m (20 ft) into the air for placement.
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Manitowoc opens a new Product 
Verification Center in Germany to 
further improve the reliability 
and durability of its crane range. 
Chelen Jonas reports.

PVC Power

Acrane can only be as good as it parts. 
That was the mantra when Manitowoc 
Cranes opened its first Product 

Verification Center (PVC) in the U.S. just 
a few short years ago. And it was still the 
mantra when the company opened its 
newest PVC in Germany this summer. 

Residing at Manitowoc’s factory in 
Wilhelmshaven, the PVC is a state-of-the-art 
testing facility that exists to scrutinize each 
and every component that goes into the 
company’s cranes. It’s a simple proposition: 
build a tougher crane from the ground up 
and it will be a tougher crane throughout 
its lifecycle.

In keeping with the new The Manitowoc 
Way corporate culture, the new PVC will also 
speed up the product development phase for 
new designs, reduce warranty claims and 
on-site stoppages, and allow for the direct 
comparison of supplier components. The goal 
is to develop more reliable, durable cranes 
and increase the return on investment for 
customers that purchase them.

“Now we can separate the prototyping 
testing from the serial production testing,” 
said Andreas Cremer, global product 
director at Manitowoc Cranes. “That means 
we are able to save coordination time and 
shorten our product development schedule. 
This is The Manitowoc Way in action — 
velocity and innovation working together to 
provide more value to our customers.”

The PVC in the U.S. has already 
proven the strategy worthwhile. Testing of 
components there, for example, informed 
the design of the Variable Position 
Counterweight (VPC) technology found 
on many new crawler cranes. Testing has 
also revealed suppliers’ component 
design flaws, such as overheating fuses 
on National Crane boom trucks, for 
example. Additionally, steel plate testing 
has increased the quality of materials on 
many Manitowoc cranes.

The PVC at Wilhelmshaven features a 
number of technologies that will deliver 

TECHNICAL FOCUS

detailed pictures of anticipated component 
performance. Among the most significant 
are a series of unique test benches for 
testing slewing rings and suspension 
components. They are automated for 24/7 
analyses to achieve minimum testing times. 
Several other systems that provide detailed 
forensic analysis will also be employed. 

The first major construction phase of 
this new PVC was completed in late July 
2016. In the next phase, a circular route for 
driving and roadability tests, along with a 
15 percent to 25 percent inclining hill for 
collision tests will be constructed.   

The new Product Verification Center in  Wilhelmshaven, Germany.

A slewing ring test bench on the grounds of Manitowoc’s facility.
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Manitowoc is yet again taking steps to 
ensure that customers around the 
globe have comprehensive support 

whenever they need it. At the same time, the 
company is fostering staff loyalty through the 
in-depth engagement of young talent, both 
for the company’s products and attractive 
career opportunities. The manufacturer is 
also ensuring that future demand for 
qualified technicians is met as products 
become more complex.

All of this is possible due to a 12-month-
long advanced training course for employees 
that was developed at the Manitowoc facility 
in Wilhelmshaven, Germany. Called JumpIn!, 
the program combines efforts from the 
company’s human resources department 
and Crane Care service training center, with 
additional hands-on exercises in the field 
with customers.

“This customer-focused program provides 
not only robust field training to Manitowoc 
workers, but also creates great value for our 
customers,” said Gerald Maderer, training 
manager for Manitowoc Crane Care who also 
leads the training for the JumpIn! project. “By 
the time the trainees finish the course they 
will have completed at least six complex jobs 
with customers in the field.”

The first class of “After Sales Crane Care 
Service Technicians” graduated earlier this 
year, and the group of eight now belongs 
to a talented pool of support staff with a 
wide range of technical knowledge and 
practical skills.

CRANE CARE

“Each spot in the class was filled by an 
already distinguished employee, so we 
started with a strong base and invested in 
their development by sending them out to 
work with crane owners and operators to 
further hone their hands-on experience. The 
practical knowledge gained is unique and 
incomparable, and can subsequently be 
transported back to the workers in the 
factory,” explained Markus Seebeck, 
Manitowoc’s director of HR for Europe and 
Africa. “And by consistently pursuing this 
type of ‘qualification offensive,’ we would 
like to create, establish and solidify a 
measurable added value for our employees 
and our customers.”

Getting greasy
The field jobs performed by the trainees 
provided them with challenges that 
customers face routinely on the job site. A 
senior Manitowoc service technician led the 
teams during their field work with several 
German customers and after each repair job 
was completed, the trainees’ work was 
examined and their performances graded.

“In the factory everything is new and 
clean. To work in the dirt and grease, literally 
getting your hands dirty, is the other side of 
the medal,” Maderer said. “The most 
important skill our trainees learn is a 
thorough understanding of the challenges 
customers experience in the field on a 
routine basis.”

In addition to the practical expertise 

gained, the employees also took classes on soft 
skills, such as foreign languages (to qualify for 
worldwide deployment); conflict training (to 
cope with challenging situations); project 
management (for difficult jobs that require 
planning); and creative techniques to help 
them become resourceful in the field (such as 
dealing with a congested urban site or a 
remote mining location).

“The idea behind this diversified training 
program was developed around creating more 
value for our customers by servicing them in 
situations where assistance is required faster 
and better,” said Thomas Buchardt, 
Manitowoc Crane Care’s vice president.  

By investing in the qualification of its employees, Manitowoc ensures 
customers are supported where they most need it: at the job site. 
Astrid Hager-Guthrie reports.

Improving skills — and 
customer satisfaction
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CUSTOMER TESTIMONIAL

Cranes that are designed to have 
quick line speeds can make all the 
difference. Ion Warner reports.

The need 
for speed

We live in a fast-paced world. Many 
lifters say that line speed is crucial 
to the profitability of their 

business. Those that consider this factor 
when buying cranes not only complete 
individual projects more quickly, they are 
able to take on more projects each year. 
Here we present several companies that 
have proven this concept in the field. 

CRIBA and Tecno Dealer
The Alvear Tower in downtown Buenos 
Aires will be the tallest building in 
Argentina when it’s completed. Measuring 
235 m (771 ft), the structure’s construction 
called for a fleet of cranes that could deliver 
quick line speeds to make efficient lifts to 
such great heights. 

Gustavo Costa is owner and president of 
Tecno Dealer, a Buenos Aires-based Potain 
distributor and rental company that sold 
two 10 t (11 USt) Potain MC 205 Bs to 
contractor CRIBA for the project. He said 
quick line speed was a key factor in making 
sure the “supertall” building is completed 
on time and on budget.

“We help our clients select the best 
equipment for their project by studying all 
aspects that go into the construction,” Costa 
said. “Since we’re dealing with extreme 
heights, we recommended Potain MC 205 Bs 

in two different configurations to 
accommodate the project’s particular 
demands, which far exceed those of 
shorter buildings.”

The Potain MC 205 B can achieve line 
speeds approaching 117 m per minute 
(384 ft per minute), due to its 75 LVF 25 
winch. It can be used in either two-fall or 
four-fall reeving and is ideal for high-rise 
buildings that exceed 200 m (656 ft) in 
height. It has 550 m (1,804 ft) of rope 
capacity on the winch’s drum. 

“Operating at greater heights by the day, 
the fast line speeds of the Potain cranes are 
helping the contractor guarantee the project 
stays on schedule,” he explained. “The 
cranes have been working up to 12 hours 
a day, installing rebar, formwork and 
machinery to assist in concrete pouring. 
Potain’s smooth and precise controls are 
contributing to the project’s success.”
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U.S. Crane & Rigging
As in many major cities of the world, the 
first round of “supertall” skyscrapers are 
under construction in New York City. Due 
to the extreme heights of the buildings, the 
line speed of tower cranes is crucial to 
complete the projects. 

U.S. Crane & Rigging is at the center of 
the action, building several of the city’s new 
supertalls. The Ridgewood, New York-based 
company purchased several Potain MR 418s 
for their quick line speed and electric power. 
The 24 t (26.5 USt) MR 418 features the 
optional 320 LVF 120 hoist. The 826 m 
(2,710 ft) rope capacity on the winch’s 
drum means that in single-fall configuration 
a hook path of this length is possible, while 
in two-fall configuration, 413 m (1,355 ft) of 
vertical reach is possible.

“Buildings in New York City are getting 
taller, which means we’re enhancing our 
fleet by ordering larger cranes,” explained 

owner Tom Auringer. “Bigger structures call 
for more height, more line speed and more 
capacity. The MR 418’s line speed of 254 m 
per min (833 ft per min) saves time and 
money over the course of a project — it’s 
the fastest electric crane out there.”

The MR 418 increased U.S. Crane & 
Rigging’s efficiency and productivity. As each 
lift saves a company several minutes over 
previous generations of cranes, the 
time can add up over the course of a project, 
shaving off several days of lifting time during 
the course of a multi-year construction. The 
results: increased return on a company’s crane 
investment and ability to complete more 
projects on tighter timetables.

“I need more line speed and more 
capacity than what was once available,” 
Auringer explained. “We are going to be 
involved in the construction of so many of 
these tall towers that we plan to purchase 
more MR 418s for this very reason.”

China Zhongtie Bridge 
Engineering
Construction on the 11 km (6.8 mile) 
Hutong Yangtze Bridge is underway. 
Once completed, it will become a major 
connection for the Shanghai-Nantong 
Railway, one of the country’s most 
important thoroughfares. China Zhongtie 
Bridge Engineering is handling the lifting 
work, and chose two Potain MC 480 tower 
cranes for their quick line speeds and 25 t 
(27.6 USt) capacities.

Huang Hui, mechanical engineering 
director of the company’s crane division, 
said the Potain tower cranes were chosen 
for their strong track record in bridge 
building and their ability to work 
comfortably at skyscraping heights.

“For high-profile construction projects, 
such as the Hutong Yangtze Bridge, our 
company always relies on the best tools for 
the job, and Potain offers the best-
performing tower cranes,” Hui said. “This 

pair of Potain MC 480s has been a great 
addition to the job site, as their quick line 
speeds are helping us to keep this enormous 
project on-time and on-budget.”

The Potain MC 480 features a 100 LVF 63 
Optima winch that spools 726 m (2,382 ft) 
and can lift 18 t (19.8 USt) loads at up to 
20 m (66 ft) per minute when rigged in a 
four-fall configuration. The cranes are being 
continually climbed during the project and 
will reach final working heights of 100 m 
(328 ft), meaning the cranes will be working 
at total final heights of over 330 m (1,083 ft).

“The cranes are lifting equipment, 
structural steel, and rebar cages that weigh 
up to 18 t (19.8 USt), and they are working 
flawlessly,” Hui said. “Potain cranes have 
proven themselves on many projects like 
this before and have an unrivaled reputation 
for reliability and exceptional performance. 
This makes them a perfect fit for the 
complex and remarkable Hutong Yangtze 
Bridge project.”
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PRODUCT UPDATE

The Potain Hup 32-27 self-erecting crane introduces a host of features that set 
new standards for the entire industry. Cristelle Lacourt reports.

New Potain Hup crane

Unveiled earlier this year at bauma, the 
Potain Hup 32-27 is the first model 
from a new self-erecting crane range 

that includes a number of design elements 
that should transform the crane market. 
Easy transport options, quickly automated 
erection, and a wearable remote control 
unit are some of the features that will help 
users deliver efficient performance.

“We’ve made it easier for customers to 
transport and operate the crane, and we 
have also introduced new components that 
provide users with an impressively powerful 
machine for the self-erecting sector,” 
said Jean-Pierre Zaffiro, global product 
director for Potain self-erecting cranes at 
Manitowoc. “Our focus was to design great 
power and flexibility into the crane to allow 
owners to cover a wide range of jobs with a 

single machine, dramatically increasing 
utilization rates.”

Like other Potain self-erecting cranes, the 
Hup 32-27 is ideal for space-restricted job 
sites. It features an adjustable two-section 
mast that has a third section contained within 
it. This design enables the mast to be 
telescoped out, boosting the height under 
hook from 21 m (68.9 ft) to 27 m (88.6 ft). 
Also with a wide range of positioning 
options, the jib can reach up to a 30° angle 
and 40 m (131.2 ft) in height.

Four cranes in one
Customers will find the crane particularly 
agile during operation, as its rear slewing 
radius of just 2.25 m (7.38 ft) allows it to be 
positioned closer to structures on the job site. 

There are two footprint options — 

4 m x 4 m (13.1 ft x 13.1 ft) or 3.5 m x 4.42 m 
(11.5 ft x 14.5 ft) — and the crane’s dynamic 
unfolding movement allows it to erect in 
even the most congested spaces. In addition, 
a built-in leveling system enables placement 
on slopes up to 8 percent, or over height 
variances of up to 25 cm (9.8 in).

“With the Hup 32-27, it’s really like 
having four cranes in one, and our initial 
feedback from customers has been extremely 
positive,” Zaffiro said. “We have spent over 
a year testing these cranes to make them a 
reality — we’re confident that this new 
range represents the forefront of self-erecting 
crane technology.”

Now that the Hup 32-27 has been 
introduced, Manitowoc will launch the next 
crane in the range, the Hup 40-30, near the 
end of 2016.  

The Potain Hup 32-27 self-erecting crane, shown below, combines compact design with the versatility of up to 20 possible configurations. 
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DEALER FOCUS

Rising 
with Potain
French Potain distributor SMGB has 
invested in a fleet of new tower 
cranes and a new facility in order 
to expand its footprint and help 
customers increase their returns 
on investments. 

In January 2006, André Sabathier and 
Guillaume Sabathier purchased SMGB, 
a crane rental and sales company in 

the south of France. The business had six 
self-erecting tower cranes in its fleet at 
the time and its annual sales only totaled 
about eight new cranes per year.

In order to improve sales and to 
increase the efficiency of its sales and 
rentals operations, SMGB has invested 
more than €1 million euros into its 
premises over the last three years. The 
company’s new grounds include a 
workshop, yard, and upgraded offices 
as well as storage facilities.

“Our goal was clear: to improve brand 
image, increase warehouse capacity and 
improve our workflow management 
systems,” explained Guillaume Sabathier, 
partner at SMGB. “With these investments 
dedicated to supporting Manitowoc and 
the help of its sales manager, Gaël Veillard, 
we were able to develop new services, such 
as an extensive repair and overhaul service 
to meet our customers’ needs.”

SMGB also invested in a fleet of new 
Potain tower cranes, especially the Igo self-
erecting crane range, and namely, the 1.8 t 
(2 USt) Igo M14 and Igo T series. With its 
new self-erecting fleet, the company was 

able to attract a host of new customers, 
many of whom were more accustomed 
to working with telehandlers and truck 
cranes, but found an increased return 
on investment with Igo cranes.

“The Igo M14 enables us to equip 
customers who previously used 
telehandlers and crane trucks with a 
machine that could achieve the same lift 
capabilities, but with added efficiencies,” 
Sabathier said. “Thanks to its easy set-up, 
assembly and transportation, the Igo M14 
has been a big hit with our customers, 
many of whom have found it to be the 
ideal crane for their lifting operations, 
such as roofing and carpentry.”

Bright future ahead
SMGB reached a company milestone 
when it sold its 50th Potain Igo M 14 
in July of this year. Its overall sales have 
also increased to approximately 25 cranes 

each year, which represents more than 
a 300 percent increase in sales over the 
10 years the Sabathiers have owned the 
company. Its fleet has grown to include 
35 tower cranes.

Not content to rest on its success, 
SMGB is investing in the new Potain 
Hup 32-27 self-erecting crane. The 
company is betting that this new 
generation of cranes will be beneficial to 
both its customers and its bottom line.  
The Hup range brings the latest in self-
erecting crane design and transportability.

“Thanks to its variable height and ease 
of transport, the Hup 32-27 enables access 
to even the most challenging of job sites,” 
Sabathier explained. “This crane enables the 
use of a self-erecting crane on many projects 
that would have required a tower crane in 
the past. We look forward to investing in 
more Hup 32-27 cranes and to seeing the 
launch of the new Hup 40-30.”  

An assortment of Potain tower cranes at SMGB’s new facility in southern France.
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EVENT FOCUS

Manitowoc engages with its dealers and customers in the marketplace. Chris Bratthauar reports.
Eventful occasions

Cairo
In a show of commitment to 
the Middle East, Manitowoc 
held a dealer conference in 
Cairo, Egypt, along with long-
standing dealers Orascom 
Trading and International 
Development Programmes 
(IDP). The event offered the 
dealers an exclusive look at 
Manitowoc’s new five-axle 
Grove all-terrain cranes and 
Potain’s new tower crane ranges. 

One highlight: A dealer 
purchased the first four 
MDT 389 tower cranes that 
will head to the region.

“We are starting to see more 
opportunities and sales of 
Grove and Potain cranes in this 
region,” said Ahmed Talhimet, 
sales director for Manitowoc 
Cranes in the Middle East.

Haydock Park
Manitowoc proved a real hit with 
customers in the U.K. after 
showcasing the company’s recent 
crane introductions at Vertikal 
Days, the country’s largest 
construction equipment trade 
fair in Haydock Park, England. 

The manufacturer exhibited a 
range of cranes, but two models 
attracted special attention, said 
Steve Barnett, commercial 
director for the U.K., Ireland and 
Scandinavia for Manitowoc.

“We had the opportunity to 
present both the ground-
breaking new Hup 32-27 and 
GMK5150 to the U.K., both of 
which received a lot of interest on 
our stand from customers and 
resulted in a number of sales. It 
reflects the U.K.’s high interest in 
Manitowoc innovation,” he said.

Dammam
YBA Kanoo, a Manitowoc 
distribution partner in Saudi 
Arabia, showcased nearly the 
entire range of Grove rough-
terrain cranes at an open day 
event in Dammam. More than 
70 customers participated in 
hands-on field-testing and 
witnessed a laser show that 
featured several tandem 
crane demonstrations. 

“We wanted to demonstrate 
our ongoing support to our 
customers within the oil and 
gas industries, as well as 
emphasize our dedication 
in helping them find cranes 
that are best suited to their 
unique requirements,” said Ajit 
Nair, general manager for crane 
business in the Arabian Gulf 
at Kanoo.

Wilhelmshaven
The German Association for 
Heavy Transport and Lifting 
(BSK) held an event at 
Manitowoc’s Wilhelmshaven 
factory in Germany to lead a 
number of educational 
workshops and provide 
customers a first-hand tour of 
the facilities there. More than 80 
customers learned about the 
latest innovations, including the 
K-100 synthetic rope and new 
cranes unveiled at bauma 2016. 

“We are delighted with the 
successful exposure that BSK 
received as a result of this event,” 
said Wolfgang Draaf, managing 
director at BSK. “It provided us 
with a great opportunity to 
network and meet new people as 
well as share the latest trends in 
the crane industry.”
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Send your Manitowoc, Grove, Potain and National 
Crane photos to Damian.Joseph@se10.com to be 
included in a future issue.

Best-in-class
photos

Four Grove GMK cranes performed an 
impressive lift during a three-day project in 
Kehl, Germany. The assignment involved the 
disassembly, loading and transport of a 250 t 
(276 USt) portable gantry crane to nearby 
Basel, Switzerland. Ralf Teichmann, a 
construction company based in Essen, 
Germany, rented a GMK6400, a GMK6300L 
and two GMK5220s from Kehl-based MSG 
Krandienst to complete the job.

One of the Middle East’s largest crane 
rental companies, Integrated Logistics, 
bolstered its fleet with the delivery of 
24 new Grove all-terrain cranes. The Al 
Ahmadi, Kuwait-based company’s order 
comprised ten GMK4100Ls, ten 
GMK5130-2s, two GMK6300Ls and 
two GMK6400s. The expansion will help 
Integrated Logistics stay on top of growing 
opportunities in the region’s petrochemical, 
oil and gas industries.
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THE NEXT 
GENERATION 
IS HERE. Complete advanced crane  

control system

Unique Potain Plus 
functionality improves load 
chart capacities

Precise, computerized 
information for start, stop 
and safety orders

Intuitive start-up reduces 
commissioning time to 15 
minutes

CraneStar Diag delivers 
remote maintenance 
monitoring

Improve your performance with a Potain CCS range.  
Contact your Potain dealer today.
www.manitowoccranes.com

Our new Crane Control System (CCS) enhances your performance on all 
jobsites with:

• Greater lift performance

• Faster commissioning 

• Enhanced ergonomics and operator comfort

• Precision control for all work functions

• Increased profitability

The new Potain MDT CCS and MDT CCS City ranges 
introduce greater performance.

MDT CCS and             
MDT CCS City Range

MDT 249 MDT 259 MDT 269 MDT 319 MDT 389

MDT 109 MDT 139 MDT 189 MDT 219


